Late diagnosis of cystic fibrosis in patients with bronchiectasis  by Kelly, Martin Gerard
www.elsevier.com/locate/jcf
Journal of Cystic Fibrosis 3 (2004) 201Letter to the EditorLate diagnosis of cystic fibrosis in patients with
bronchiectasisSir,I have read with interest the paper by Hubert et al. [1].
They describe the identification of cystic fibrosis (CF)
within a cohort of patients referred with diffuse bronchiec-
tasis (DB). This is an important paper, reminding us that we
should always think of CF as a differential diagnosis in DB.
Their use of a combination of sweat test, genotyping and
nasal potential difference is a convincing algorithmic ap-
proach to suspect cases.
A somewhat similar study performed by colleagues in
Northern Ireland [2] has examined the issue of delayed
diagnosis of CF. Similarly, they demonstrated a high fre-
quency of pancreatic sufficiency. However, all their patients
had a positive sweat test. Interestingly, they described a
significant relationship with the R117H mutation. Although
the present study elucidated two patients with this mutation
(both had normal sweat chloride), this does not seem to be a
predominating mutation. I would be interested to know if1569-1993/$ - see front matter D 2004 European Cystic Fibrosis Society. Publish
doi:10.1016/j.jcf.2004.06.002the authors were able to identify any differences between the
genotype in this cohort (the F508 deletion is obviously
commonest) and that of their CF patients as a whole.
Differences between the Northern Irish and French popula-
tions may, of course, reflect geographical variation in
mutation distribution.References
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